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B.A. First Year - | Semester
POLITICAL THEORY

B.A. | Year Paper - | Marks : 40

Course Rationale :

The is an introductor paper to the concepts; ideas and theories in
political theory. It seeks explain the evolution and usage of these
concepts, ideas and theorie with reference to individual thinkers both
historically and analytically. The different ideological standpoints with
regard to various concepts and theories are to be critically explained with
the purpose of highlighting the difference in their perspectives and in
order to understand their continuity and change. Furthermore there is a
need to emphasize the continuing relevance of these concepts today and
explain how in idea and theory of yester years gains prominence in
contemporary political theory.

Course Content :
1. Political Theory

Definition, Meaning, Nature, Scope and Significance
2. Power and Authority

l. Power : Meaning and Nature

1. Authority : Definition, Characteristics, Types

Ill.  Legitimacy : Meaning and sources

3. State : Origin and Development
Definition and Elements of State



Theories of the Origin of the State (Divine, force, Contract and

Evolutionary Theory)

Stages of Development of the State.
4. Major Perspectives of the State

. Liberal

1. Marxist

Ill.  Gandhian

Il Semister

Political Theory
Paper - 111 Marks : 40
1. Sovereignty
Definition, Meaning, Characteristics and Types.
Theories of the Sovereignty -- Monastic & Pluralistic
2. Citizenship and Right
Citizenship : Meaning and types
Rights . Defintion and types
3. Liberty, Equality and Justice

Liberty . Definition and kinds

Equality :  Meaning and kinds

Justice :  Meaning, Kinds and theories of justice
4. Democracy

Definition, Meaning, Characteristies and Types
Merit and Demerits
Conditions for the Success of Democracy
5. Welfare State
Meaning and Nature of Welfare State

Decline of the Welfare State



Readings :
Sir E. Barket, Principles of Social and Political Theory; Calcutta.
Oxford University press 1976
N.P. Barry, Introduction to Modern Political Theory, Cambridge,
Polity press, 1987.
A. Breeht, Political Theory; The Foundations of Twentieth Century
Political Thought, Bombay. The Times of India Press, 1965.
R. Dahl, Modern political Analysis, Englewood Cliffs NJ, Prentice
Hall, 1963.
D. Easton, The political system : An Inquiry into the state of
political science. New York Wiley, 1953.
D. Held Models of Democracy, Cambridge, Polity press 1987
, Political Theory and the Modern State, Cambridge, Polity
press, 1989.
, Political Thory Today, Cambridge, Polity press, 1991.
C.B. Macpherson, Democratic Theory : Essays in Retrieval, oxford,
The Clarendon press 1977.
G. McLeeland. Held and S. Hal (eds) The Idea of the Modern State,
Mitton Keynes, Open University Press 1984.

R. Miliband, Marxism and politics, Oxford, Oxford University Press

1977.
D. Miller, Social Justice, Oxford, The Clarendon press, 1976.
, (ed) Liberty, Oxford University press, 1991
Citizenship and National Identities, Cambridge, polity press
2000.

E. Owens, The Future of Freedom in the Developing World :
Economic Development and Political Reform, New York Pergamon

press, 1987.



A. Pateman, Participaton and Democratic Theory, Cambridge
University press, 1970.

R. Plant, Modern Political Thought, Oxford Blackwell 1991.

F. Poggi. The Development of the Modern State, London Hutchinson.
1978.

State its Nature, Development and prospects, Cambridge,
Polity press, 1990.

S. Ramaswamy, Political Theory Ideas and Concepts, Delhi,
Macmillan, 2002.

A. Ryan, The Idea of Freedom, Oxford University press, 1979.

G.H. Sabine “What is political theory”, Journal of politics, 1939 1, 1
pp 1-16.

G. Sartori, The theory of Democracy Revisted : Vol. 1 : The
contemporary Debate and Vol. Il : The Classical Issues Chatham House
publishers 1987.

L. Strauss, What is political philosophy and other studies ? Glenoce,
The free press, 1973.

‘Epilogue’ in Essays on the scientific study of politics, ed. by
H. Storing New York Holt, 1962.

R.M. Titmuss, Essays on the Welfare state, London, George Allen
and Unwin, 1956.

F. Thankurdas Essays on political Theory, New Delhi Gitanjali,
1982. S.P. Varma, Modern Political Theory, New Delhi, Vikas 1983.

J. Waldron (ed.) Theories of Rights. New Delhi Oxford University
press 1984.

S. Wasby, Political Science : The Discipline and its Dimensions,
Calcutta, Scientific Book Agency, 1970.

S. Wolin ‘Political Theory as a Vocation’, Amercian political Science

Review, 1969 LXII pp. 1062 82.



INDIAN GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
| Semister
B.A. | Year Paper - 11 Marks : 40

Course Rationale :

This paper focuses in details on the political processes and the actual
functioning of the political system. It simultaneously studies in detail the
political structure -- both Constitutional and Administrative. It
emphasizes on local influences that denve form social stratification of
Castes and Jatis, from language, religions ethnic and economic
determinates and critically assesses its impact on the political processes.
The major contradictions of the Indian political process are to be critically
analyzed along with an assessment of its relative success and failures in a
comparative perspective with other developing countries and in particular
those belonging to the South Asian Region.

Course Content :

1. The Making of India’s Constitution and It’'s Basic features.

2. Preamble, fundamental Rights and Duties
Directive Principles of State Policy.

3. Union Government President, Parliament, Cabinet and Prime
Minister

4. Judiciary : Supreme Court -- Composition and Jurisdiction.

Independence of Judiciary.

Il Semister
INDIAN GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
Paper - IV Marks : 40

1. Center - State Relations : Legislative, Administrative and

Financial
2. The State Government : Governor, Legislature, Council of

Ministers and Chief Minister.
3. Political Parties : National and Regional Parties.

Decline of political parties and emergence of party alliances.
4. The Election Commission and Electroal Reforms.
5. Major issues in Indian Politics : Caste, Religion, Languages,

Region.



Readings :

G. Austin, The Indian Constitution : Corner Stone of a Nation,
Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1966.

D.D. Basu, An Introduction to the Constitution of India, New Delhi,
Prentice Hall, 1994.

P. Brass, Politics of India Since Independence, Hyderabad, Orrent
Longman, 1990.

, Caste, Faction and party in Indian Politics Vol. 2, Delhi
Chanakya Publications 1984 - 1985.

, Ethnic Groups and the State, London, Croom Helm, 1995.

, Language, Religion and Politics in North India, London,
Cambridge University Press, 1974.

M. Chadda, Ethnicity : Security and Separatism in India Delhi,
Oxford University, Press 1997.

A Chanda Federalism in India : A Study of Union State Relations
London, George Allen & Unwin, 1965.

S.K. Chaube, Constituent Assembly of India : Springboard of
Revolution, New Delhi Peoples Publishing House 1973.

S. Cobridge and J. Harris, Reinventing India : Liberalization, Hindu
Nationalism and Popular Democracy, Delhi, Oxford University Press 2001.

J. Dasgupta, Language Conflict and National Development Berkely,
University of California Press 1970.

B.L. Frankel and M.S.A. Rao (ed.) Transforming India : Social and
Political Dynamics of Democracy, New Delhi, Oxford University Press
2000.

R.L. Hardgrave, India : Government and Polities in a Developing
Nation, New York, Harcourt. Brace and World, 1965.

N.G. Jayal (ed.) Democracy in India, Delhi Oxford University Press.
2001.



————— Democracy and the State : Welfare Secularism and
Development in Contemporary India, Delhi Oxford University Press 1999.

S. Kashyap, Our Parliament, New Delhi National Book Trust, 1992.

S.Kaushik (ed.) Indian Government and Politics, Delhi University,
Directorate of Hindi implementation 1990.

R.D. King, Nehru and the Language Politics of India, Oxford, Oxford
University Press 1997.

————— Polities in India New Delhi, Orient Longmen 1970.

W.H. Morris Jones, Government and Politics in India Delhi BI
Publications 1974.

I Narian (ed.) State Polities in India Meerut, Meenakshi Prakashan,
1967.

A.G. Noorani, Constitutional Questions in India : The President,
Parliament and the States Delhi, Oxford University Press, 2000.

T.K. Oomen Protest and Change : Studies in Social Movement New
Delhi Sage, 1990.

N.D. Palmer, Electronics in India : Its Social Basic Calcutta KP
Bagehi 1982.

M.V. Paylee Constitutional Government in India, Bombay Asia
Publsihing House 1977.

A. Ray, Tension Areas in India’s rederal System. Calcutta, The World
Press, 1970.

S.H.Rudolph and L.I. Rudolph, In pursuit of Lakshmi -- The Political
Economy of the Indian State Delhi, Orient Longman, 1987.

N.C. Shani (ed.) Colmon Politics in India Jullunder New Academic
Publishing Company, 1971.

T.V. Santhyamurthy, Social Change and Political Discourse in India

: Structure of Power, Movements of Resistance, Vol. 4, 1996.
J.R. Siwarch, Dynamic at Indian Government & Politics, New Delhi, Sterling
Publishers, 1985.



B.A. Ist Year Paper | & Il (First & Second Semister)

Question Paper Pattern for Semister System.

Time : 2 Hours Political Science Syllabus Marks : 40

Effect from June 2009.

Q.No.1 : Long Answer question - 10
Or

Long Answer question

Q.No.2 : Long Answer question - 10
Or

Long Answer question

Q.No.3 : Long Answer question - 10
Or

Long Answer question

Q.No.4 : Short Notes Tyestions (Any Two) - 10
)
1)
1)
V)



